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Review an analysis product 
relative to the process that 
produced it.

Watch the playback of an 
analysis process, following 
along with the activities of 
the analyst.

Mark interesting events as 
they occur in the analysis 
process, providing a 
description of what makes it 
an informative occurrence.

In exploring approaches to increase the observability of information analysis processes, the process playback interface represents 
one of many possible methods for connecting the analysis product with analysis process.

The interface allows for the playback of a recorded analysis process. A playback aggregates the multiple data streams of a 
captured analysis process, allowing them to be replayed through a single interface that supports a user’s ability to build an 
understanding of an analysis process. 

A goal of the interface is also to explore the aspects of analysis that are most informative in judging analytical rigor.

The interface allows for the mark up of an analysis process. Users are able to identify and describe interesting events as they occur 
during a playback, giving insight into the approaches employed in assessing the quality of an analysis process. 

Sketchpad Data from the 
analyst’s freeform workspace 
yields partial insight into the 
aspects of the analysis that occur 
outside the computer.

Audio Recording Controller 
provides access to the analyst’s 
recorded audio clips, also allowing 
for navigation through the 
playback based on those clips.  

Playback Controller gives a user 
direct control over the replay, 
including the ability to pause the 
playback, jump to specific points, 
and adjust the playback speed.

Annotation Tools allow the 
playback to be marked up with 
embedded comments highlighting 
interesting aspects of a playback.

Application Activity Log  tracks 
the computer activity of the 
analysts, keeping a running log of 
the actions taken.

Web Browser Activity logs the 
internet searching of the analyst, 
allowing for a direct link to the 
sources reviewed by the analyst 
during the analysis process.

Computer Screen Captures 
provide the central visual 
component of the playback, 
playing a video of the analyst’s 
dynamic workspace.


